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Hello! This newsletter is made by neighbours for neighbours. Get in touch if you can help to

put the newsletter together in future -

florenceparknewsletter@gmail.com
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FloFest / GloFest 2024—Celebrating 90

On Saturday 22 June, we will be bringing you a full FloFest
day (11am—4.30 pm) of celebrating this fab park and area

with sports, community groups, music, food, art and a
wonderful contribution to the estate’s history and story

gathering in partnership with the Museum of Oxford (MOX)

and Modern Art Oxford (MAQO). Free to all.

GloFest will be taking us into the night (6pm-11.30pm. Maybe
a bit later for this one off special anniversary) with local bands
and DJ's - headliners announced soon and ticket sales will be

through Wegottickets.

For this special anniversary edition we are planning, for this
year only, to partner with Bossaphonic to bring their fabulous

World Music and Jazz to the big red stage in the park on
Friday night (21). Bossaphonic are celebrating their 20th
so the tie in seemed serendipitous!

We will be holding a public consultation to address any

questions that you may have around this one off extended

programme on Wednesday 6 March at 7.30 pm at the
Florence Park Community Centre.

Glofest, by Paul Beesley, Instagram @pmbartox

years of Florence Park

year

Florence Park Community Association &
Florence Park Social Club AGM

Wednesday 15 May 2024 at the Florence Park
Community Centre

From 7.15 pm with a 7.30 pm start

All members are welcome to come along to the AGM
- hear how the centre is being run, have your say on
things going forward, join the committee.

JOIN AS A MEMBER NOW:

www.florenceparkcommunitycentre.org.uk/
membership.htm

If you would like to be put forward to join either the
Association or the Social Club Committees please do
get in touch for more details - both Committees are
looking for new trustees and would welcome your
interest: florenceparkcommunitycentre@gmail.com
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Our neighbour nature - Serafina, Sparrowhawk of the Skies

As I've purposefully let my garden go semi-wild, I notice, as I sit
working in the bay window, so many more types of birds and
butterflies than when I first took up residence. I've seen, of the
garden birds: robins, blue tits, coal tits, blackbirds, goldfinches,
sparrows, a dunnock and a wren. There are of course the comic
pigeons and majestic red kites that hang out in the tallest trees. The
rules of ecosystems dictate that top predator species will find prey
and in 2023 Serafina arrived.

From my window I see her looking for her dinner over my neighbour’s
place. I more often hear her high-pitched whistle that tells me she is
inflight — I dash outdoors to see if I can spot her.

The photograph is one that my neighbour Ewan took — Serafina had
taken down a pigeon twice her size on the lawn outside Ewan’s back door and made a meal of it — I hope you can make

out her standing on the pigeon with her wings arched as she feasts.

I am hoping to catch Serafina at her work one day. My cats (terrible for wildlife, I'm sorry), predators themselves,
sometimes bring me the ubiquitous gift of a mouse, and if the poor creature has passed away, I have taken to regifting
it to Serafina by throwing it onto the roof of the shed. Serafina has eluded me so far but the gifts are always gone by
the time I make my next cup of tea. Next time you hear a high-pitched whistle, look up to the skies and wait for
Serafina to grace you with a fly-past!
Suzanne Maxted

The Nature Effect

Tell me, what is it you plan to do, With
your one wild and precious life? Mary
Oliver, The Summer Day

We are inviting expressions of interest in
a monthly facilitated group for people
interested in cultivating a deeper
relationship with nature. Make time to sit
around an open fire, or by running or
still water, to observe the seasons, the
phases of the moon, fully experience
what the birds and plants are doing in
each season, find your place and feel
more connected to yourself and
grounded to your place.

We will meet monthly and use a range of
gentle ways to connect with the season
through mindful walks, forest bathing,
breath and movement practices in nature
and ecological constellations. We ask
people to commit to three sessions at a
time and for a donation of £10 — 15 per
session per person.

Annie Davy and Candy March will
facilitate.

Are you interested? Please contact us on
07809 100098 or
thenatureeffect@gmail.com
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This Wild Earth

I who am the wildness of this earth, speak of the loneliness of a
planet that is not honoured, that is not seen. The loneliness that
comes from a disconnect, a betrayal even, of the intimacy that we

share. I who have carried you, birthed you, nourished you, clothed
you and supported your dreams and your creative hearts.

How can we not know our mutual weaving and entwining, how do we
not see we are indivisible; One with each other?

Oh, how you have wished to tame me, to bend me to your will, to
take over and control my intricately balanced, mysterious and
miraculous ways.

Consider the tree. Once part of a vast forest of under-ground
whisperings; diverse, magnificent, untamed, wild. The heart aching
loneliness of being the only one left in a field or by a road belching
with poison, or in a shopping precinct encased in concrete. How does
she breathe, how does she communicate? I feel her isolation, her
slow death...Even as she whispers in the wind, drops her fruits or
throws up a stunning display of blossoms.

I who have made you from my very body and clothed you with
stardust; who has brought you to life through my breath. Who has
brought you movement with my waters, who keeps you warm with
the radiance of the sun and who lets you dream and rest in the
mystery of the moon.

Trust my ways.

Know you are a part of me, cherished by me and enriched by me-as I
am by your True Nature and loving attention. You fear death, but
dying is a remembering, a sigh, a release into my loving embrace.
There is no thing to fear except your clinging on to being an
individual, separate, and therefore alone. All One

Marguerite Wallis
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Regular events at Flo's - The Place in the Park

Nature Explorers: Mondays during term time, 11:30 am — 12:30 pm.

T 44 \
lo’s
Bring your grown up and create and play in the park. Learn how to make a fairy door, a pinecone | The Place in the Park '(
owl, a hedgehog, flower art and more! 00.9 O/

0T 01007/

Story Explorers with Fern the Fox :Mondays and Fridays at 10:30 am, suitable for 0 — 3 year Q-L-
olds with their parent / carer. A 35-minute song and story class. Following a different story each ™~
week, we explore signs, rhymes, songs, parachutes games, bubbles, rhythm and movement.

Rainbow Families: Mondays 1 pm — 3.30 pm
Welcoming LGBTQ+ families, parents and their young ones for a fun, safe space to connect.

Community Meal on Monday: 12 — 2 pm. All welcome, pay as you can.

One-off events

Early Lives, Equal Start Community Learning Event: 8 March: 11 am — 2 pm. St Clements Centre.
www.flosoxford.org.uk/eles for more info. A community learning event for our project responding to inequalities in
access, experience and outcomes faced by Black and minoritized women & birthing people (those from the global
majority) living in our local area of OX4.

Flo’s Customer Feedback Flo’s is looking for new Board Members!
Survey Flo’s - The Place in the Park is run by the Community Benefit Society
At Flo’s - The Place in the Park we are People Place and Participation Ltd (PPP). PPP is a Co-operative with
committed to providing services which truly members from the community; members vote on key decisions at our
meet the needs of the community. We are AGM. Alongside our dedicated staff team, our Board plays a vital role
keen to hear from you about how we're in the success of the organisation.

gg'tn% g?eYve have launched a survey to find We are looking to fill two positions with specialist skills and

knowledge on our Board:

Scan this QR Trustee (Nursery focus) — with knowledge or the Early Years
Cotgte to take Foundation Stage
part.

Company Secretary - with administrative skills to support both
Boards (PPP and Flo’s Trading)

For more information and to apply please visit our website:
www.flosoxford.org.uk/work-with-us

Returning to the piano?
The Free Singer

Are you returning to 7
mgn@"";,r;%éfgerﬁd Yig’ =~ = The play The Free Singer returns on 27
want to play = April to the Gladiator Club after a successful

premiere last September. Co-written by Phil
Freisinger (Fryer) and Peter Cann, it
combines words and music and is performed
by Phil and his wife, Sue.

popular / jazzy
tunes for fun, with
NO music

required? I'm an
experienced teacher
and professional
musician who has
some spaces free
this Spring.

If you don't know their music (The Mighty
Redox), then some of you will have known
Phil's mum, Margaret Fryer, who was a
regular at the Over-60s lunch club, and his
dad, Bobby, a shop steward at the car

A recent student said: "7 fee/ I am learning a ~ factory. They lived in Maidcroft Road. But the

new approach to playing based on how story is much more than that, for Bobby fled
chords, rhythm and harmony work, giving on the Kindertransport in 1938 from Nazi-
me the building blocks to actively make occupied Austria, leaving behind many of his
music, instead of being dependent family who perished in the Holocaust.
xclusively on readin re".
exclusively on reading a score The venue is at 263 Iffley Road and the
More details about how I teach are on my performance is at 7.30pm. Tickets will be
website: £10 and £8 concessions from wegottickets

https://www.steveburholtmusic.co.uk 3
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What's on at Florence Park Community Centre

ZUMBA: Mondays 9.30-10.30am
Join Nuria on Monday mornings for uplifting Zumba nuria.myfitnessclass.com/classes

Fit for the Over 50's Class: Mondays 11.15am

Award winning bodyweight/equipment based exercise class. Call Carl on: 01865 920460
or email: carl@livinginfitness.co.uk. Booking essential to secure a space.

Cygnets (Children’s art class): Mondays 4.30-5.30 pm

Traditional drawing, painting & sculpting. Professional materials provided. Ages 5-13 years. Contact ox-
ford@cygnetsartschool.com or 07880 501 560

Starling Yoga: Mondays 5.30-6.30 pm

Explore a range of postures, breathing techniques & mindfulness practices. Contact https://
www.starlingyoga.co.uk/offerings booking preferred, £8, £10 or £12.

Oxford Ukuleles: Fortnightly on Mondays 7.30-10pm

Next beginners class term starts 9th Oct 2023. Email info@oxfordukuleles.co.uk or see www.facebook.com/
groups/OxfordUkuleles or oxfordukuleles.co.uk

Book Group: Third Monday of the Month 2.30-4.00pm

Florence Park Book Group welcomes anyone who enjoys reading and discussing books. Members get to
choose a book so there is a diversity as well as occasional poetry months.

Low Cost Acupuncture: Tues, Weds, Thurs & Fri from 9.30am

Curious about Acupuncture? Suffer with aches, pains, headaches, tension, stress or depression? Book a ses-
sion today. Sessions cost £16.50, last about 30 mins and will be done in a group setting For more infor-
mation and reviews contact Joe: joe@holistic-health.org.uk or www.holistic health.org.uk/booking or
www.facebook.com/holistichealthox

Puppy Play & Training: Tuesdays 6-7 pm
Do you have a puppy between 8-16 weeks? Come along for a six-week training course please email Emma:
rdtoit@gmail.com for more information.

Buttercross Theatre Drama Class: Tuesdays 6.45-8 pm

If you have an interest in the performance arts arena, come and step into a world of meeting new people,
boost your self-confidence, self-esteem, develop your hidden talents and let your creativity run riot. Find your
voice through our fun filled sessions. We work on improvised performance, script work and acting for film
and tv. Contact us at hello@buttercrosstheatreproductions.co.uk

Managing the Menopause: Second Tuesday of the month 7-8.30 pm

Drop in support group for peri-to post-menopause. Please email Emma: hello@managingthemenopause.com
for more information.

Florence Park Baby Coffee Group ("Cake Club"): Wednesdays, drop in 10.00am-
12.00pm
A friendly hang out space for parents to take themselves and their new (not yet mobile) baby/babies, where

you are served fresh coffee, teas, homemade cakes and biscuits. Free entry, donations welcome. Contact
cakeclubfpcc@gmail.com or florenceparkcommunitycentre@gmail.com

Florence Park Toddler Club ("Toddle Time"): Wednesdays, drop in 12.15-2.00pm

A friendly hang out space for parents and their crawling and walking baby/babies where you are served fresh
coffee, teas, homemade cakes & biscuits. Free entry, donations welcome. For babies that are mobile to 2yrs.
Contact cakeclubfpcc@gmail.com or florenceparkcommunitycentre@gmail.com

Kids Martial Arts: Wednesdays 6-7.00pm
For 6yr+, £3.50 per lesson (first lesson free). Contact Matt Hills for information or to sign up 07790180137

Florence Park Talks: Second Wednesday of the month 7.30pm

Florence Park Talks present a series of illustrated talks aimed at those with curious minds. The subject mat-
ter is broad and varied. These talks are free to attend, although we encourage you to donate a minimum of
£5 per person. The collected funds go towards the running costs of the Florence Park Community Centre.
Social Pub bar is open all evening. Contact Mick on 07874 926633 or florenceparktalks@gmail.com for further
information on how to book in advance.
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Seedlings Music & Singing with Sarah: Thursdays, 09.30-10.15 am

Weekly drop-in for babies and parents. No need to book. £3 payment (cash preferred, but you can pay via
the website when you arrive) 45 minutes of songs and playing with instruments to make lots of lovely
sounds and noise. Any ages up to pre-school.

Then you can follow on with a free stay and play intergenerational group - Nippers & Slippers. Have a cuppa
and a chat, along with residents of the ISIS care home.

Nippers & Slippers: Thursdays 10.30 am-12 pm

Weekly drop-in for babies & parents. No need to book. Intergenerational stay, play, chat and relax. Collabo-
ration between the Community Centre and the ISIS-held at the ISIS Care Home across the road from the
Community Centre on Cornwallis Road.

T’ai Chi sessions: Thursdays 5.45-6.45 pm

Cost: £50 for any 5 sessions or £80 for all 10. Contact Anne for more information: taichi@annemack.org, tel:
01865-714849 or taichi-in-oxford.co.uk

ArtFlo: Thursdays 7—-9 pm
Relaxed art group. £5 per session, materials provided. Contact artflo.oxford@gmail.com

Bridge Group: Last Thursday of the month 7.30pm

Do you fancy a friendly game of bridge? Come and join our newly formed bridge group. Contact
viv.peto@retired.ox.ac.uk for more information.

Pilates with Jane: Fridays 9.30-10.30am
Contact Jane on janecallawaypilates@hotmail.co.uk to sign up (booking essential). clevermovement.co.uk

Over 60's Free Lunch Club: Fridays 12-2pm

Please do get in touch to discuss with Rachel coming along and joining fpccover60@gmail.com or 07864 028
591

With live-music from

» . Oxford Maternity Library: Last
You are invited to a free evening of Saturday of the month 12pm-
’ The newly re-formed and not-for-profit
INTERNATIONAL WOMEN'’S DAY Oxford Maternity Clothes Library is just
than buying new clothes that you'll only
\ . get a few months use out of, you can
www.facebook.com/
Over-50s all-women punk band oxfordmaternityclotheslibrary
H Ot C rum pets workshops 3.00-5.00 pm
See Emily's website for more details:

live music and a disco.to celebrate 3pm
that. It makes so much sense-rather
“The HorMONES iho. See theit Facobook page for desalt:
Feisty Choir: Monthly Saturday
Swinging four piece skiffle band www.emilyschoirs.co.uk

Free entry, donations.welcome - Sunday Lunch: First Sunday of
money raised Joes to the the month 12.00-3.00pm

. . y The Social Pub bar will also be open for a
Young Women's Music Project lunch time pint or glass of wine. Profits

fed back into the Community Centre to

Satu rd ay 9t h M arc h help sustain our lovely classes & events.

Social Pub: Wednesdays, Thurs-

7 OO § 'I'I 30 m days & Fridays 7.30-10 pm
: J . p Sogilal Pub bar is odpen to tL]e gen%ral ‘
' public to come and meet, have a drink,

Cornwallis Road, Florence Park, Oxford OX4 31\&3\
Donations welcomed at the door
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Florence Park Social Club )
FLORENCE PARK SOCIAL CLUB PRESENTS presents Mechanical Animals Acoustic

IMECHANICAL  [eussiivsiaiinui

Doors open 7.30pm
\ ' V \ AGOUTG Pet Twin: 8.00 — 8.30; Pea Sea: 8.40 — 9.10; Barricane: 9.20 — 9.50
=% Pay what you can on the door.

- Mechanical Animals is only one gig old, but already looks to be an
IB,\ R R I (\ A N F , excellent addition to the Oxford scene. The friendly and intimate
- event foregrounds active and attentive listening, but doesn't fall into

% = the trap of preciousness, offering a wide range of styles, equal doses
I l:. A & l'. A of beauty and humour, and the odd artistic left turn. Strongly
recommended for anyone who loves to be entertained and possibly
I) I' T T ".I I N challenged, but not deafened — Richard Catherall (Gappy Tooth
Promotions)

o @ °., Y a. >
- - If you would like to know any more about us, please feel free to get

Sunday 10* March 2024 in touch! - -
Doors: 7.30pm ARyt mechanimalsessions@gmail.com

Florence Park CommunityyGentre | Cornwallis Rd, Oxford OX4 sNH InStaqram'Com/meChanicalanimalsaCOUStiC/

..‘...‘...‘...‘...‘..‘...‘...‘...‘.

‘A tribute to Florence Park's
:most famous resident -

‘Ronnie Barker
-Saturday 20 April 7.30 pm, Florence Park
<Community Centre
¢ Performed and devised by Caroline Morrell,
-James Shaw, Gavin Goughan and Peter Cann

'A night to celebrate the great comedian
<Ronnie Barker who grew up on Florence
<Park. There is a plaque on the house his
¢parents moved to in 1933 - 23 Church
<Cowley Road. He went to school at
<Donnington Juniors in Cornwallis Road
*(where the care home now stands). He later
.went to City of Oxford High School for Boys

.in George Street, hence the Weatherspoon
-pub taking the name The Four Candles. His
<time acting at the Oxford Playhouse was to
¢launch his career.
<Two of his famous sketches have been

¢ performed at the communlty centre but this
<will the first time an evening's entertainment
<will be devoted to the comedian. Entrance
<will be by donation and all proceeds will go
+to the centre. To reserve a place, email
< pete.cann@hotmail.co.uk

Scenes from the sell
out Snow White &
the Seven Out of
Work Actors

Photo credits Hugh
Warwick and Sara
Reevell
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RONNIE BARKER
1929-2005

Actor and Comedian

lived here
1935 -1949

G, 1
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Florence Park Talks 2024

It's the hottest ticket in town. The third Wednesday of every month the Florence Park Community Centre hosts the
Florence Park Talk events. We cover a huge range of subjects of local interest, history and politics in the main. These
are free talks, but we ask for donations. We will soon be hosting literary events too. Just announced: esteemed local
author Lucy Atkins of Magpie Lane fame is appearing on 22nd May. Next up we have a community conversation on
cycling. Tickets are available now https://www.wegottickets.com/event/609845

Email florenceparktalks@gmail.com to receive regular updates. Our webpage is www.florenceparktalks.com

» 13 March: Safe Streets, Strong Communities: A Community Conversation on Cycling.Campaign director for
Cyclox Lucy Giullianno will be telling us about the important feature of Oxford’s transport mix.

> 11 April: The Joneses of Jesus: Oxford’s Welsh Connection. Well-known veteran of local history Mark Davies
will present this fascinating talk.

> 8 May: The Oxford and Cambridge Build Race. Eminent local historian Geoffrey Tyack will be presenting a
benchmarking exercise of the two varsity cities - which one do you prefer?

> 12 June: History of Oxford in Maps. Florence Park stalwart Stuart Ackland will present his ever popular talk,
recently updated with fresh content.

> 10 July: The Campbell Road S**t Show (working title). Local County Councillor Charlie Hickes explores the
motives and incompetence of Thames Water.

Special Events at Florence Park
Community Centre

Easter Family Day: Saturday 6 April, 2—10.30

pm

The fab bar staff, along with the Social Club, are arranging
this charity fundraiser to raise money for 3 charities:
Florence Park Community Centre / Rett Syndrome /
Oxfordshire Mind

There will be a lot of fun going on
& Bouncy castle

& Face paints

& Easter egg hunt

& Create your own Easter bonnet - there will be a prize for
the best one!

and in the evening there will be a Karaoke and disco and a
raffle with some fantastic prizes. The bar will also be open
all day! We hope you can come along and enjoy the day

16th March, 9:00pm

There will be no ticket prices, we are just asking for a

donation on arrival from £2 Florence Park Community Centre
Cornwallis Road Oxford, OXL 3NH

Family Rave Night: Fri 26 April, 6.30-11.30 pm Doors 8:00pm

Arranged by the Social club as a follow up to the successful Tickets £10 adv, £12 door

pre-Christmas Family Rave. One for your diary!! VI ckels ove

To keep up to date with Special Events arranged by the
Community Centre and ones held here by outside hirers

Florence Park Bridge Group

Do you fancy a friendly game of bridge? Come and join our
newly formed bridge group. We meet at FPCC at 7.30 pm on
the last Thursday of the month for a very informal evening of
bridge. All abilities welcome. So if you fancy it, turn up at 7.30
pm on Thursday 30+ November, or email me

on viv.peto@retired.ox.ac.uk for more information.



https://www.wegottickets.com/event/609845
http://www.florenceparktalks.com/
mailto:viv.peto@retired.ox.ac.uk

Sara Reevell leaving the Community Centre

After 10 years as the Centre Manager for the Florence Park Community Association, we regret
to announce that Sara has decided it's time to move on. Sara has been hugely important in
shaping the work of the Community Association and the Community Centre; without her
amazing energy, talent, creativity and total commitment our local community just wouldn't be
what it is today.

Sara started working as the Centre Manager in 2014, on the back of her work as a volunteer,
helping to bring the Community Centre and the newly re-formed Community Association back
into regular use for local residents. Sara worked hard at devising a calendar of year-round
events, promoting and publicising the work of the Community Association and the Centre,
malr(1aging bookings and the general upkeep of the Centre, raise funds, and countless other
tasks.

Today, the Centre is home to many groups and regular hirers, from baby groups to music gigs. The Centre books up
months in advance, and has a strong reputation throughout Oxford and beyond! All of this is in no small part down to
Sara’s work. On top of that, Sara is one of the driving forces behind Flofest (both summer and winter festivals) and has
been involved in groups locally such as Friends of Florence Park, dog walkers, and many many more. Sara really is a
pillar of the local community.

Our loss is her next employer’s gain though, and we wish her all the best for her next venture.

Florence Park Community Centre Panto 2024

This year's Florence Park Community Centre Panto - Snow White &
the Seven Out of Work Actors was another fantastic success!

Tickets sold in record time for the five performances with many
families enjoying the new earlier time for the Friday show.

We had a wonderful number of new faces in the cast and behind the
scenes along with the regular favourites!

Thanks again to Debs, Ruth, and Sara Babbage for directing, and to
the brilliant cast and crew for making it a joy to be involved with and
to watch.

If you would like to be involved with next year's Panto (which will
show in January 2025) then please do get in touch
florenceparkplayers@gmail.com

Photos: Hugh Warwick

Photo of Dame:
W\ Sara Reevell
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