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Summer - Autumn 2017 

Hello! For more Florence Park Community Centre info, join the Centre’s email list. Or call: 07864 028591; 
or Email: florenceparkcommunitycentre@gmail.com; or visit www.florenceparkcommunitycentre.org.uk. 

TURNA’S LOCAL 

Your local shop on Florence Park Road 
 

Offering you a wide selection of 
Groceries, Newspapers, Fresh 

Produce, Dairy Items, PayPoint,       
Cash Machine and National Lottery.  
Plus a large selection of Wine, Beer, 

Ale, Spirits and Champagne. 
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The Florence Park Community Association (the charitable incorporated 
organisation that manages the Flo Park community centre) recently elected the 
following residents as trustees: Chair: Richard English; Vice Chairs: Viv Peto and 

Alan Brown; Treasurer: Scott Urban; Secretary: Chris Michael. Plus many others as 
committee members. Thanks to them for the great work they are doing on behalf of 

the residents, and to Sara Reevell for all her amazing work as Centre Manager. 
Thanks to the outgoing chair Stella Bell who did so much for the centre. Thanks 

also to the Social Club committee and to barman Dave Emmett for his great work.  

See you at... 



 

SEASIDE HOUSE in beautiful Mousehole, Cornwall. Local owners. www.carolinecottage.com; Nina 01865 727423. 

Sadly the Florence Park Children's Centre closed earlier this year due to cuts.  Frustratingly it 
remains closed to the community despite local people's best attempts to work with the City Council 
(landlord) and County Council (current leaseholders) to find ways to create something wonderful in its 
place.  Local Community Interest company The Nature Effect (who created Barracks Lane Community 
Garden) have twice put in bids to the County Council to take on the running of the centre to create an 
‘Oasis’ where families and others and can eat, play, work and learn together. Their plans include a nursery, 
an open-access drop-in space, a healthy cafe, a place for crafts as well as office space for community 
groups and individuals.  So far their bids have been 'deferred' for a decision. Working with local charity 

Aspire www.aspireoxford.co.uk/ and the local community, they hope to create a centre that is locally run and managed for the 
benefit of the whole community.  In May over 70 locals gathered to show their support (see photo on page one).  Local 
residents have already collected 1,400 signatures to support this venture—if we get 100 more, it will be debated by Oxford City 
Council.  If you would like to support this proposal please email us, talk to your local councillors and sign the petition: https://
you.38degrees.org.uk/petitions/support-the-proposal-for-the-oasis-at-florence-park-children-s-centre. Email: 
thenatureeffect@gmail.com.  A bid has also been put in for the centre by Aflah Nursery (www.aflahnursery.com), but they 
didn’t respond to this newsletter’s invitation to comment. A decision is due to be made by the County Council on 20th June. 

You probably heard it through the grapevine that in May 
over 20 members of the Florence Park community 
entertained a full house at the community centre with 
their versions of Motown songs - for an evening of 

Flotown! They entertained the 
audience with songs, sketches, 
a house band (the youngest 
member aged 12) and 
lots of talent mixed with 
a healthy doze of 
silliness. 
   Thanks to Jon Flint 
and Sara Reevell for 
organising the evening, and to all the 
fabulous performers, band and helpers involved. Just one 
question remains—when will we see you again? 

UPDATE FROM     
OXFORD CITY FARM  
(Behind Isis Care Home on 

Cornwallis Road) 
There is a lot happening down on the Farm! We have 
visiting pigs from Coopers Oxford Pork, we are about to 
launch a Crowdfunding Campaign to help us get water 
and electricity on the site, we are in line to win a prize 
through Tesco Bags of Help (so please vote for us in local 
stores!), you can meet the bees on the 17th June (10am-
1pm) and come to the Great Farm Tea Party on the same 
day in memory of Jo Cox (2-4pm). And, if you fancy being 
hands-on, come along to one of our regular work parties 
(10am-2pm) on the 2nd Sat each month (not Aug).               
E: info@oxfordcityfarm.org.uk; T: 07786 577720. 

  Help Thomas to Dance  
Brian and Nicci from Campbell Road would like to pass on a huge thanks 
to everyone who has continued to support their fundraising. You might 
even have seen them in March, at an Oxford United match, and featured 
in the Oxford Mail.  Thanks to events such as these, they have passed 
£45,000. Thomas is doing really well, thanks to all the physiotherapy they 
are able to give him as a result. They are off to Bristol in June for the 
formal assessment of Thomas’s suitability for the operation (SDR), the 
main reason for fundraising, so hopefully they will hear by July whether 
Bristol thinks it is the right time for him now. They will also have a stall at 
Flo Fest, so look forward to seeing everyone there! 

Daisydaisy 
Upcycled furniture in 
Florence Park. I take 

something old and turn it 
into something beautiful. I 

also take commissions.         
Follow me on facebook and 
instagram: @daisydaisy84   

or call 07708 090905. 

 
What’s happening to... 
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  This issue: Ken James, age 91 
How long have you lived in Florence Park? My wife Rose and I move here 
64 years ago with our daughter Veronica, and my son Anthony was born in this 
house. I’m originally from Aberdare in Wales, but Florence Park runs through my 
veins. 
 

How was Florence Park different then? There were no cars. Everyone had a 
bike to get to work. The children played in the streets. People knew their 
neighbours much more, although that is happening again with all the new 

activities at the community centre and with the Florence Park Newsletter—I look forward to receiving it. 
 

What work did you do before you retired? I worked in Morris Motors—I started off as a driver, and 
then worked in the paint shop. I also played accordion in a band, and we travelled around quite a lot doing performances. 
 

What’s been the best thing about living in Florence Park? The park, of course, and I used to enjoy the social life with 
the Bowls Club. Every Saturday families would go to the Bowls Club Social (behind the community centre) and meet friends 
and neighbours, and sing and play music. It was so friendly. We had a whale of a time! Every Saturday was a great night. I 
have some marvellous memories. We also all pitched in and helped to build the community centre building—I helped to lay the 
original floor. Now I love going to the Over 60s Club every Friday. Last week I got my accordion down from the loft and 
played it at the Club!  
 

How is life in Florence Park now? Some of the old community spirit is coming back, with the community centre, the 
newsletter and other things. Florence Park is for all ages now, which is important for the future of the estate, and for children. 
I’ve got a lovely family and some lovely neighbours. I’m 92 in July, and everyone really looks out for me. 

OXFORD 50+ NETWORK: 
Meetings, speakers, networking, IT courses and more. 
Free membership for all age 50+. 07582 617606 or 
Google us. Next meetings, all 10am-1pm in Oxford 
Town Hall: Monday 26th June; Tuesday 5th September; 
Wednesday 29th November. Do come along. 

Gardening and carpentry 
undertaken. Experienced and 

insured and Florence Park 
resident. Call Stuart Turner:  

07968 451730. 
stuartlandart@gmail.com.  

Find out more about your 
local Community Time Bank 
All welcome at Barracks Lane 
Community Garden from 2pm - 4pm on Saturday 22nd 
July. Come and meet Time Bank members and trustees 
and find out more about how the Time Bank works and 
how you can get involved. More details, 
email ourcommunitytime@gmail.com. 

NCT Oxford 
Nearly New Sale – St Greg’s School, 24th September 12.30-1.45 
– Maternity/babies/children’s clothing, toys, books & equipment 
up to age 7. To sell or volunteer, email nns.oxford@nct.org.uk. 
PLUS Bumps and Babies, First Aid course and lots more—see 
www.facebook.com/OxfordNCT/ or https://www.nct.org.uk/

branches/oxford. 

Sat each month (not Aug).               

Seen on Campbell Road—a beautiful Tamarisk shrub 
with its characteristic wispy pink flowers. 

Park Gate Locking Update 
Friends of Florence Park report that, following a 

consultation, the City Council have decided to continue 
to lock Florence Park at night. 



Florence Park Services Listings 
Free listings for Florence Park services and residents. 

(A listing here does not necessarily constitute a recommendation.) 

• PAVITRA: Delicious Raw Honey and other 
Beekeeping Products. Special Offer for our local 
community. Visit the website: www.pavitra.co.uk or 
contact info@pavitra.co.uk. 

• Campbell Road Music School: Brass instrumental teacher: 
07710 568104; Piano & woodwind: 07786 633869. 

• Restore Shop at Elder Stubbs, Rymers Lane: Weekdays 
10am-2pm, juice, jams, recycled tools and more. Volunteers 
needed for a variety of jobs—call 01865 455822. 

• Mad Hatter: Birthday Party Entertainer. Lives at Witts End, 
Lytton Road. Visit: www.madhatterteaparties.com. 

• Persia Hair and Beauty: Call 01865 777059 or pop into 
the shop on Florence Park Road. Visit the website at: 
www.persiahairdesign.co.uk.  

• SW Digital, TV Aerial, Satellite & CCTV Services. 
www.swdigital.org.uk; mail@swdigital.org.uk; 07971 339052. 

Florence Park Area Newsletter comes out in Feb, June & October. 

Next deadline: Friday 15th September  
It will be delivered by your nice neighbours in early Oct 

to 1,200 Flo Park houses. Contact Jane Gallagher: 
Email: florenceparknewsletter@gmail.com; 

Tel: 07980 588494. 
Big thanks to Unipart for printing this newsletter. 

Please check class/event is running; details correct at time of printing. 
 

Regular group meetings: 
Florence Park Book Club - 3rd Monday of the month, 7.30pm 
Florence Park Flower Club - 4th Mon/month 
Friends of Florence Park - email: friendsofflopark@gmail.com 

 
 

Film Club: Returning in autumn. See website for details. 
Humpty Dumpty Music Club: Tues 10.30-11.15am. For babies 
& children 0-4yrs. £3.50, £1.00 siblings. Drop-in. 07969 522368; 
emformusic@outlook.com. 
Kids’ Kung Fu: Thurs 4.30-5.15.  Age 5-13 years. First 2 lessons free. T: 
07917 334818, E: oxfordkungfu@hotmail.com; www.oxfordkungfu.co.uk 
Kids Martial Arts: Wed 6-7pm. £3.50/lesson, first lesson free. 
Age 6+. Contact Matt: 07790 180137; E: matt.hills85@gmail.com 
Over 60s Club: Every Friday 12-2pm. FREE to anyone age 60 or 
over in the area for chat, activities and a warm lunch. Just turn 
up. Come along and join us. Tel: 07864 028591; 
fpccover60@gmail.com. 
Pilates: Wed & Fri 9.30-10.30am; 
janecallawaypilates@hotmail.co.uk. 
Singin’ Women: 1st + 3rd Sat/month, 3-5pm, £6. All welcome, 
just drop in. Contact: emformusic@outlook.com or 01865 
604558. 
Social Club: Bar open every evening from 7.30pm. Bingo on 
Thursdays and last Saturday of month. darts, cribbage, Aunt 
Sally, meat raffle on Fri evening and more. Centre membership 
includes Social Club membership. 
Sunday Sessions: Returning in autumn. See centre website 
for details or find us on Facebook. 
T'ai Chi: Thursdays 5.45-6.45pm. E: taichi@annemack.org. 
Weight Watchers: Every Saturday 9.30-10.45am. https://
www.weightwatchers.com/uk/find-a-meeting/1145540/florence-
park-community-centre-oxford-oxfordshire. 
NEW!!  Morning Yoga - Wednesdays 8-9am: Wake up with 
Yoga starts 7th June for 6 weeks. £40 for 6 weeks or £8 drop in. 
Contact suepennington@yahoo.com or www.suepennington.com 
Begin your day by stretching & focusing on your breath. Mixed 
abilities, all welcome, including beginners. 
 

Room hire available—see contact details on page one. 

EVENTS COMING SOON! 
Friday 23rd June: FREE screening of the Flo Park 
Panto. Doors 7.30pm for 8pm. Free (donations 
welcome). Refreshments available. Bar open. 
Sat 1st July, 11-2 (and every 1st Saturday): Café 
Sat 15 July: Improvised Comedy Evening Tickets 
£5: http://www.wegottickets.com/event/405400 or email 
www.florenceparkcommunitycentre.org.uk 
Sat 3rd September : Horticultural Show & Cafe  
Sun 4th September: Florence Park Street Party 
PLUS Lots more below… and coming soon.  

Everyone is welcome at the… 

Come and 
join in!  

Wildlife & Warm Homes 
We hope you like the new planting 
we did at the back of the 
Community Centre. As well as 
making it a more pleasant place to 
sit, it will help bees and other 
wildlife.  
      Have you received your 

freebies to help keep your home warmer yet? Whether yours 
was one of the houses to be "thermally imaged" or not, you 
can still get help, advice and free items. 
       Would you like to join us to take action on these or other 
things (e.g. pollution/ car & bike use/ other)? 

Email: floparklowcarbon@gmail.com 
Local Environmental Action Florence Park (LEAF) 

Thanks to everyone who came to the Strictly Ballroom Dancing 
lessons! 15 couples signed up and had a go at Waltz, Chacha, Jive, 
Quick Step and Tango. Fran is looking into the possibility of 
organising more: fran@peopleincharge.co.uk or contact on page 1. 

Polscy Przyjaciele—Wszystko mile widziane! 
Polish friends—All welcome at the 

Community Centre! 
Dzięki za zapoznanie się z biuletynem 

Parku Florenckiego. Florence Park skupia 
społeczność z różnych kregów i 

chcielibyśmymy, aby jak najwięcej osób 
korzystało z jego Centrum. Wiele się tutaj dzieje i 

serdecznie zapraszamy na wszelkie imprezy i 
okoliczności. Na stronie internetowej znajduje się dużo 

więcej dodatkowej informacji: http://
www.florenceparkcommunitycentre.org.uk 

Jeśli sami chcielibyście skorzystać z Centrum, prosimy o 
kontakt z Sarą, kierownikiem 

rezerwacji:florenceparkcommunitycentre@gmail.com. 

COMMUNITY CAFÉ  
First Saturday each month,  11-2pm. 

Homemade, delicious, reasonably priced, coffee, 
lunches and cakes. Meet friends and neighbours. 

Meet the city councillors 12.15-1.15pm.  
ALL WELCOME! 


